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St John’s 

Evangelical Lutheran Church & School 
520 W Chestnut St, Lake City, MN  55041 

651-345-3523 (church)      651-345-4092 (school) 

www.StJohnsLakeCity.com 

office@StJohnsLakeCity.com 

 

Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost 
18 October 2020      8:00 and 10:30 A.M. 

 

Welcome!  We’re glad you’re here!  We’re a group of 

people from all different backgrounds who love to learn about 

what God has done for us.  You and everyone are welcome to 

come, learn about God, and find helpful guidance for your life.  

Feel free to bring us your questions, or your feedback so we 

can improve.  Or ask how to be part of a group conversation 

about faith in Jesus. 

   We love to have Children with us in the pews for worship.  

We love babies in worship too because our Savior welcomed 

them.  If babies want to cry loudly, the Parents’ Room (just 

outside our worship area) and the Fellowship Hall 

(downstairs, equipped with speakers) are good places for 

children to let it all out so the rest of the worshipers can focus 

on God’s Word.  Then come back so we can all worship 

together. 

   If your hearing aids have T-Coils, set them to “on” and the 

service will be piped wirelessly to your ears. 

   We would love to stay in contact with you.  You may find a 

ministry card on the pew in front of you and fill it out.  God 

bless your week.  Come hear God’s Word with us again! 
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Pre-Worship Pondering: —Jaroslav Vajda 
    Amid the world's bleak wilderness   A vineyard grows with promise green, 
 the planting of the Lord Himself. 
    His love selected this terrain;  His vine with love He planted there 
 to bear the choicest fruit for Him. 
    We are His branches, chosen, dear, And though we feel the Dressers' knife, 
 we are the objects of His care. 
    From Him we draw the juice of life,   For Him supply His winery 
 with fruit from which true joys derive. 
Vine, keep what I was meant to be: Your branch with Your rich life in me. 

 

Service of the Word 
 

Service Theme Our Loving Lord is Looking for Fruit on Us 

 
Hymn #225 

1. This is the day the Lord has made; 

He calls the hours His own. 

Let heav’n rejoice; let earth be glad 

and praise surround the throne. 
 

2. Today He rose and left the dead,  

and Satan’s empire fell; 

today the saints His triumphs spread  

and all His wonders tell. 
 

5. Hosanna in the highest strains 

the Church on earth shall raise; 

the highest heav’ns, in which He reigns,  

shall give Him nobler praise. 

 
Invocation 
Pastor:  The grace of our Lord  Jesus Christ and the love of God and 

fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

Congregation (speaks): And also with you. 
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Confession and Absolution 

P: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and 

serve Him as His dear children.  But we have disobeyed Him and 

deserve only His wrath and punishment.  Therefore, let us confess 

our sins to Him and plead for His mercy. 

C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth.  

In countless ways I have sinned against You and do not 

deserve to be called Your child.  But trusting in Jesus my 

Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to Your unfailing 

love.  Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt. 
P: God our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins.  By the perfect 

life and innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, He has removed 

your guilt forever.  You are His own dear child.  May God give you 

strength to live according to His will.      

C:  Amen. 

P: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 

 

Song of Praise Oh Taste and See 
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Prayer of the Day 
P: Almighty Father, we see how gracious You are in that You have 

made us vines in Your vineyard.  Let Your Holy Spirit work 

powerfully in us so that we who are receiving the sap of Your Word 

may produce exactly the kind of fruit You are looking for on us.  We 

would like to do great things for You.  Help us for the sake of Jesus 

Christ, our living Lord and Savior, who reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 
Epistle Lesson 2 Corinthians 6:1-13  
1As God’s fellow workers we urge you not to receive God’s 
grace in vain. 2For he says, “In the time of my favor I heard you, 

and in the day of salvation I helped you.”  I tell you, now is the 

time of God’s favor, now is the day of salvation.  3We put no 

stumbling block in anyone’s path, so that our ministry will not 

be discredited. 4Rather, as servants of God we commend 

ourselves in every way: in great endurance; in troubles, 

hardships and distresses; 5in beatings, imprisonments and 

riots; in hard work, sleepless nights and hunger; 6in purity, 

understanding, patience and kindness; in the Holy Spirit and in 

sincere love; 7in truthful speech and in the power of God; with 

weapons of righteousness in the right hand and in the left; 
8through glory and dishonor, bad report and good report; 

genuine, yet regarded as impostors; 9known, yet regarded as 
unknown; dying, and yet we live on; beaten, and yet not killed; 
10sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; poor, yet making many rich; 
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having nothing, and yet possessing everything.  11We have 

spoken freely to you, Corinthians, and opened wide our hearts 

to you. 12We are not withholding our affection from you, but 

you are withholding yours from us. 13As a fair exchange—I 

speak as to my children—open wide your hearts also. 

P:   You have heard the Word of the Lord. 

C (speaks): Thanks be to God! 

 
Psalm of the Day Psalm 118 

Refrain    This is the day the Lord has made, 

let us rejoice and be glad! 

This is the day the Lord has made, 

let us rejoice and be glad! 
 

The Lord is my strength and my song;* 

He has become my salvation. 
 

The Lord’s right hand is lifted high;* 

the Lord’s right hand has done mighty things! 
 

I will not die but live,* 

and will proclaim what the Lord has done.    Refrain 
 

I will give You thanks, for You answered me;* 

You have become my salvation. 
 

The stone the builders rejected has become the capstone;* 

the Lord has done this, and it is marvelous in our eyes. 
 

This is the day the Lord has made;* 

let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning, * 

is now, and will be forever.  Amen.   Refrain 
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Verse of the Day  John 15:5 

P: Alleluia!  Praise the Lord!  Jesus said, “I am the Vine.  You are the 
branches.  Those who remain in me, and I in them, they will bear much fruit. 

C: Apart from Me you can do nothing.”  Alleluia! 

 
Gospel Matthew 21:33-43 
33“Listen to another parable: There was a landowner who planted 

a vineyard.  He put a wall around it, dug a winepress in it and 

built a watchtower.  Then he rented the vineyard to some 

farmers and went away on a journey. 34When the harvest time 
approached, he sent his servants to the tenants to collect his fruit. 
35The tenants seized his servants; they beat one, killed another, 

and stoned a third. 36Then he sent other servants to them, more 

than the first time, and the tenants treated them the same way. 
37Last of all, he sent his son to them.  ‘They will respect my 

son,’ he said. 38But when the tenants saw the son, they said to 

each other, ‘This is the heir.  Come, let’s kill him and take his 

inheritance.’ 39So they took him and threw him out of the 

vineyard and killed him. 40Therefore, when the owner of the 

vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?”  41“He will 

bring those wretches to a wretched end,” they replied, “and he 

will rent the vineyard to other tenants, who will give him his 

share of the crop at harvest time.”  42Jesus said to them, “Have 

you never read in the Scriptures: ‘The stone the builders 

rejected has become the capstone; the Lord has done this, and 

it is marvelous in our eyes’? 43Therefore I tell you that the 

kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a 

people who will produce its fruit.” 

    P:   You have heard the Gospel of the Lord. 
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Hymn of the Day #203* 

1. Lord, keep us steadfast in Your Word; 

curb those who by deceit or sword 

would seek to overthrow Your Son 

and to destroy what He has done. 
 

2. Lord Jesus Christ, Your pow’r make known, 

for You are Lord of lords alone; 

defend Your Christendom that we 

may sing Your praise eternally. 
 

3. O Comforter of priceless worth, 

send peace and unity on earth. 

Support us in our final strife, 

and lead us out of death to life. 

 
Sermon Genesis 28:10-22 
10Jacob left Beersheba and set out for Haran. 11When he 

reached a certain place, he stopped for the night because the 

sun had set.  Taking one of the stones there, he put it under his 

head and lay down to sleep. 12He had a dream in which he saw 

a stairway resting on the earth, with its top reaching to heaven, 

and the angels of God were ascending and descending on it. 
13There above it stood the LORD, and he said: “I am the LORD, 

the God of your father Abraham and the God of Isaac.  I will 

give you and your descendants the land on which you are 

lying. 14Your descendants will be like the dust of the earth, 

and you will spread out to the west and to the east, to the north 

and to the south.  All peoples on earth will be blessed through 

you and your offspring. 15I am with you and will watch over 

you wherever you go, and I will bring you back to this land.  I 

will not leave you until I have done what I have promised 

you.” 16When Jacob awoke from his sleep, he thought, “Surely 

the LORD is in this place, and I was not aware of it.” 17He was 
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afraid and said, “How awesome is this place!  This is none 

other than the house of God; this is the gate of heaven.” 
18Early the next morning Jacob took the stone he had placed 

under his head and set it up as a pillar and poured oil on top of 

it. 19He called that place Bethel, though the city used to be 

called Luz. 20Then Jacob made a vow, saying, “If God will be 

with me and will watch over me on this journey I am taking 

and will give me food to eat and clothes to wear 21so that I 

return safely to my father’s house, then the LORD will be my 

God 22and this stone that I have set up as a pillar will be God’s 

house, and of all that you give me I will give you a tenth.” 

See the Vision 
 

Apostles’ Creed 

   I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

   I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was 

buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day He rose again 

from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and is seated at the 

right hand of God the Father almighty.  From there He will 

come to judge the living and the dead. 

   I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy Christian Church, the 

communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection 

of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

Prayers of the Church 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
C:   Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name, Thy 

kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   

Give us this day our daily bread, And forgive us our trespasses  
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as we forgive those who trespass against us, And lead us not 

into temptation, But deliver us from evil.   

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory,    

forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
Hymn #774 

1. Church of God, elect and glorious,  

holy nation, chosen race; 

called as God’s own special people, 

royal priests and heirs of grace: 

know the purpose of your calling. 

Show to all His mighty deeds; 

tell of love that knows no limits, 

grace that meets all human needs. 
 

2. God has called you out of darkness 

into His most marv’lous light, 

brought His truth to life within you, 

turned your blindness into sight. 

Let your light so shine around you 

that God’s name is glorified 

and all find fresh hope and purpose 

in Christ Jesus crucified. 

 
Prayer about God’s Word 
P: Blessed Lord, You caused all the Holy Scriptures to be written for 

our learning.  Grant that we may hear them, read, mark, learn and 

inwardly digest them, that, comforted by Your Holy Word, we may 

patiently and steadfastly embrace the blessed hope of everlasting 

life, which You have given us in our Savior Jesus Christ, who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
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Exhortation and Blessing 
P: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  Live in harmony with one 

another.  Serve the Lord with gladness. 

The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make His face shine 

on you and be gracious to you.  The Lord look on you with His 

favor and grant you His  peace. 

 
 

Hymn #765* 
1.  Day by day, Your mercies, Lord, attend me, 

bringing comfort to my anxious soul. 

Day by day, the blessings, Lord, You send me 

draw me nearer to my heav’nly goal.  

Love divine, beyond all mortal measure, 

brings to naught the burdens of my quest; 

Savior, lead me to the home I treasure, 

where, at last, I’ll find eternal rest. 

2.  Day by day, I know You will provide me 

strength to serve and wisdom to obey. 

I will seek Your loving will to guide me 

o’er the paths I struggle day by day.  

I will fear no evil of the morrow; 

I will trust in Your enduring grace. 

Savior, help me bear life’s pain and sorrow 

till in glory I behold Your face. 

3.  Oh, what joy to know that You are near me  

when my burdens grow too great to bear.  

Oh, what joy to know that You will hear me  

when I come, O Lord, to You in prayer. … 

Day by day, no matter what betide me,  

You will hold me ever in Your hand.  

Savior, with Your presence here to guide me, 

I will reach at last the Promised Land. 
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Memory Verse of the Month Colossians 3:16 
Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and 

admonish one another with all wisdom, and as you sing psalms, 

hymns and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to God. 

 

SERVING THE LORD AND US 
October 18, 2020 

 

Preacher: Pastor Nathan Cordes   651-448-3559    KnowJesusBetter@StJohnsLakeCity.com 

Organist: Bob Wolff        
Audiovisual Techs: Chris Fischer, Kristi Gross 
Flower Committee for October:  Renee Hinck and Vonne Oliver 
Our LES Teachers:  
 Mr. David Zabel, Principal, Gr. 6-8  Miss Katie Siverly, Gr. PK 
 Miss Allison Hofland, Gr. K Mrs. Jamie Fischer, Gr. PK 
 Mrs. Erin Achey, Gr. 1-2 Miss Molly Ring, Gr. 3-5 
 

 

Some of the Ways We Responded to Jesus’ Love 

Sunday Morning In-Person Worship Attendance–  
63 and 52 plus all who watch the worship video 

We thank the Lord for moving us to give generously for the spread of God’s Word! 
Monthly financial reports are available on the information desk 

or by email or U.S. Mail. 
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Opportunities for Learning and Spending Time Together Virtually 
October 18, 2020 – October 25, 2020 

Sunday 
  8:00 AM  Worship with masks  
  8:00 AM  Live-stream on YouTube 
  9:15 AM  Sunday School 
10:30 AM  Worship with masks  
10:30 AM  Rebroadcast of 8 AM 

service on ch 18 

 

Monday – NWEA Testing 
  6:00 PM   SJPTA Meeting 
  6:30 PM   Women’s Evening Bible 

Study   312 W Lyon Ave 
 

Tuesday – NWEA Testing 
  8:00 AM until Noon  Reserve your 

spot at Sunday’s service 
  4:00 PM   Pastor in Red Wing 
  7:00 PM   Voters Meeting 
 

Wednesday – NWEA Testing 
  8:00 AM  until Noon Reserve your 

spot at Sunday’s service 

Wednesday cont. 
  8:40 AM   Chapel – watch safely 

from home on ch 18 
  3:30 PM  Catechism Bible study 
  7:00 PM  Rebroadcast of Sunday’s 

service on ch 18 
 

Thursday – NWEA Testing 
  8:00 AM until Noon  Reserve your 

spot at Sunday’s service 
 

Friday – NWEA Testing  

 

Saturday 
 

Sunday – Last Sunday Offering 
  8:00 AM  Worship with masks and 

Communion 
  8:00 AM  Live-stream on YouTube 
  9:15 AM  Sunday School 
10:30 AM  Worship with masks 

and Communion  
10:30 AM  Rebroadcast of 8 AM 

service on ch 18 
 

BIRTHDAYS this week are; Bob Eggenberger, Jim Holst, 
Paul Johnson, Cayden Novak, Jeff Zemke, Jolene Bremer, 
Travis Rolph, Katie Siverly, Jim Wiech, Matthew Buck, Travis 
Tiedeman, Brenda Coleman, Kristi Gross, John Kackmann, 
Louis Tomforde, Jim Marking, Jim Pflughoeft.  Please send 
corrections and additions to the office Monday - Friday, 8 am 
- 3 pm at 345-3523 or email office@stjohnslakecity.com. 
 

ALTAR FLOWERS were placed on the altar by the Dose 
family in loving memory of Henry and Irma Dose. 

mailto:offcie@stjohnslakecity.com
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LAST SUNDAY OFFERING will be received next weekend.  
This offering is designated for the organists/pianists and choir 
director of our congregation.  This offering gives us an 
opportunity to show our appreciation for the dedicated work 
of these servants of our Lord.  A special envelope is available 
for this offering.  Thank you for your generosity. 
 

QUARTERLY REPORTS   All members are encouraged to 
pick up a copy of the quarterly report packet from the table 
near the elevator.  If the church office has your email address, 
you have a digital copy in your inbox as of 9:00 A.M. today. 
 

The QUARTERLY VOTERS MEETING happens at the usual 
time: 7:00 P.M. on the third Tuesday of October.  This month 
this means October 20.   (We have quarterly meetings in 
January, April, July, and October.)  All members of St. John’s 
are welcome.  Officers and voters, please make plans to 
attend.  Wear a mask and meet in the worship area. 
 

SERVING THE LORD BRINGS JOY to our Savior and to 
those who serve.  These are some ways that able-bodied 
members can serve the Lord and His people every Sunday.  
(There is a sign-up sheet on the info counter for those who 
are ready to take on a task.  Training is available.)   Before 
each service …  Open a church door as worshipers arrive so 
you are the only one who touches the door handle.  Sanitize 
handrails and other handles in between users.  Sit at the table 
and help people find their seating assignments.  Wait at the 
back of church to help people find their pew.   After each 
service …   Put away the offering after each service (two 
people do this together).   After the early service …  Take 8 



Page 14 

worship folders and sermons to the Plaza (call Elaine K).   
After the late service …  Turn off all the lights in the worship 
area, narthex, stairwell.  Set the thermostat fan from “on” to 
“auto.”  Close the four swinging doors at the back of the 
worship area.  Latch and lock the five church doors to the 
outside. 
 

HOLY COMMUNION   What a blessing to receive this 
Sacrament!  If you or someone you know is not comfortable 
coming to in-person worship for Holy Communion, contact 
our pastor and set up a time to be communed.  Our Elders are 
ready to help so that all of our people can benefit from this 
Sacrament. 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL  for children age 4 through 6th Grade 
starts right here in the worship area at 9:15.  We review the 
memory verse of the month, sing a song, hear a little 
message that gets us ready for our Bible story, and have a 
prayer.  We finish at 10:15.  If parents prefer, there is a neat 
way to do Sunday School at home. 
 

IS IT SCARY?  When you are ready to come back to in-
person worship, you may come to the church on Saturday 
and see for yourself how things work.  Knowing the steps  can 
help us feel more comfortable.  You can also read about the 
steps in this week’s WF which goes out to everyone by email 
usually on Thursdays.  If you don’t have email, stop by the 
church.  Just inside the door near the elevator is a table with 
the previous four weeks’ worth of WFs and sermons. 
 

ARE YOU QUALIFIED TO TEACH?  We are in need of 
teachers for our youngest  Sunday School class and our teen 
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class.  Two teachers per class works great for sharing this 
office.  If you don’t qualify to teach but still want to support 
our Sunday School program behind the scenes, we also need 
a Sunday School administrator.  A list of duties is available, 
and you will receive as much training as you desire.  Please 
contact Pastor Cordes if you would like more information or 
an interview.  Thank you for prayerfully considering the needs 
of God’s children. 
 

Our FORWARD IN CHRIST magazine has inspirational 
articles and also updates on how the spread of the gospel is 
happening near our sister churches throughout this country 
and the world.  We receive three extra copies that anyone 
can borrow.  A number of our members who subscribe to this 
monthly magazine are willing to share their copies with other 
members after they finish.  These share-able copies are 
displayed on the information desk near the church office. 
 

GOOD COMMUNICATION  helps everyone.  Ministry 
cards are available for our use at the ends of each pew.  On 
the one side of the ministry cards we may write a prayer 
concern for our pastor to pray about either privately or 
during worship.  It’s also okay to write an idea or some 
feedback to the church leadership on a ministry card—like a 
suggestion box.  On the other side guests or members can 
request information, or we can update the church office with 
our new contact information.  If you prefer to communicate 
any of this electronically, send an email to 
office@StJohnsLakeCity.com, or to our pastor at 
KnowJesusBetter@StJohnsLakeCity.com. 
 

mailto:office@StJohnsLakeCity.com
mailto:KnowJesusBetter@StJohnsLakeCity.com
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DID YOU KNOW?  Only 25% of Christians in America have 
read the New Testament.  Imagine that!  Followers of Jesus 
not really knowing for themselves what Jesus actually taught!  
Our pastor has provided a Daily Bible Reading Guide on green 
half sheets at the information desk near the church office.  
This DBRG will take a person through all the core chapters of 
the Bible in one year, including the whole New Testament.  
What blessings would the Lord pour out on this congregation 
if each member were to read two chapters of the Bible every 
day?  “But I don’t read well.”  No problem.  You can listen to 
the Bible.  Purchase the Bible on CD or on MP3 disk from 
www.faithcomesbyhearing.com.  800-545-6552 
 

DID YOU KNOW   that you can receive a daily devotion by 
email?  Go to www.WELS.net, find the “Daily Devotion” 
section, and choose how you’d like to view or to receive the 
devotions. 

 

 

Lessons on the Liturgy 
Q: “What are paraments and why do we use them?” 

A: Paraments are the colored cloths we put on the altar, the 
pulpit, the lectern, and the neck of the pastor.  The color 
changes to reflect the message of the season we are in.  
Green reminds us of life and growth: hearing God’s Word 
makes us alive and causes our faith to grow.  The Pentecost 
season, which we’re in, is designed to help us Christians 
grow in our faith in the Triune God.  (Notice the Trinity 
symbols embroidered on the paraments.)  

 

http://www.wels.net/

